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The Double Helix Oct 26 2022 The classic personal account of Watson and Crick’s
groundbreaking discovery of the structure of DNA, now with an introduction by Sylvia
Nasar, author of A Beautiful Mind. By identifying the structure of DNA, the molecule of life,
Francis Crick and James Watson revolutionized biochemistry and won themselves a Nobel
Prize. At the time, Watson was only twenty-four, a young scientist hungry to make his
mark. His uncompromisingly honest account of the heady days of their thrilling sprint
against other world-class researchers to solve one of science’s greatest mysteries gives a
dazzlingly clear picture of a world of brilliant scientists with great gifts, very human
ambitions, and bitter rivalries. With humility unspoiled by false modesty, Watson relates
his and Crick’s desperate efforts to beat Linus Pauling to the Holy Grail of life sciences, the
identification of the basic building block of life. Never has a scientist been so truthful in
capturing in words the flavor of his work.
The Double Helix Structure of DNA Jun 22 2022 This unique look at the study of DNA goes
beyond the science and explores the lives of four great scientists: James Watson, Francis
Crick, Maurice Wilkins, and Rosalind Franklin. It was through their complex personal
interactions and their devotion to the science that led to breakthroughs surrounding the
structure of DNA and our modern understanding of genetics. Readers can learn that

science is not about one individual and his or her discoveries, but is the work of many.
Numerous scientific breakthroughs can be attributed to competition and rivalry.
Double Helix Apr 27 2020 Presents the scientific knowledge and breakthroughs that led to
the discovery of DNA and its structure.
The Origin of the Jews Jun 17 2019 The scholarly quest to answer the question of Jewish
origins The Jews have one of the longest continuously recorded histories of any people in
the world, but what do we actually know about their origins? While many think the answer
to this question can be found in the Bible, others look to archaeology or genetics. Some
skeptics have even sought to debunk the very idea that the Jews have a common origin.
Steven Weitzman takes a learned and lively look at what we know—or think we
know—about where the Jews came from, when they arose, and how they came to be. He
sheds new light on the assumptions and biases of those seeking answers—and the
religious and political agendas that have made finding answers so elusive. Introducing
many approaches and theories, The Origin of the Jews brings needed clarity and historical
context to this enduring and divisive topic.
Explorer Academy: The Double Helix (Book 3) May 09 2021 The mystery deepens and the
action intensifies for 12-year-old Cruz Coronado and friends in the exciting third book in
the Explorer Academy series. The adventure continues for Cruz, Emmett, Sailor, and
Bryndis as they continue their studies at sea and travel to exotic locations around the
world. A mysterious person alerts Cruz to impending danger while he and a few trusted
pals explore ancient ruins in Petra, Jordan, and search for another piece of the puzzle his
mother left behind. Worst of all, now his father has gone missing, which prompts Aunt
Marisol, his number one protector, to leave the ship in search of him. Who is the new
professor who takes her place? How does the new technology he introduces help or hurt
Cruz's quest? Why is Nebula determined to stop Cruz before he turns 13? The clock is
ticking as his first teen birthday draws near ... a milestone that will change his life forever,
one way or another.
James Watson & Francis Crick Jan 25 2020 Presents biographies of the scientists who
discovered the structure of the DNA molecule.
DNA Dec 04 2020 The definitive insider's history of the genetic revolution--significantly
updated to reflect the discoveries of the last decade. James D. Watson, the Nobel laureate
whose pioneering work helped unlock the mystery of DNA's structure, charts the greatest
scientific journey of our time, from the discovery of the double helix to today's
controversies to what the future may hold. Updated to include new findings in gene
editing, epigenetics, agricultural chemistry, as well as two entirely new chapters on
personal genomics and cancer research. This is the most comprehensive and authoritative
exploration of DNA's impact--practical, social, and ethical--on our society and our world.
In Search of Schrodinger's Cat Oct 14 2021 Quantum theory is so shocking that Einstein
could not bring himself to accept it. It is so important that it provides the fundamental
underpinning of all modern sciences. Without it, we'd have no nuclear power or nuclear
weapons, no TV, no computers, no science of molecular biology, no understanding of DNA,
no genetic engineering. In Search of Schrodinger's Cat tells the complete story of quantum
mechanics, a truth stranger than any fiction. John Gribbin takes us step by step into an
ever more bizarre and fascinating place, requiring only that we approach it with an open
mind. He introduces the scientists who developed quantum theory. He investigates the
atom, radiation, time travel, the birth of the universe, superconductors and life itself. And
in a world full of its own delights, mysteries and surprises, he searches for Schrodinger's
Cat - a search for quantum reality - as he brings every reader to a clear understanding of
the most important area of scientific study today - quantum physics. In Search of
Schrodinger's Cat is a fascinating and delightful introduction to the strange world of the

quantum - an essential element in understanding today's world.
A Study Guide for James D. Watson's "The Double Helix" Apr 08 2021
Cravings Aug 20 2019 Chrissy's Cravings are the simple and delicious recipes, for the food
you WANT to eat . . . 'There are plenty of celebrity cookbooks out there, but Chrissy's is
different . . . it's completely unfussy and accessible. She has an attitude about food that
[we] can relate to.' Marie Claire She reigns supreme on social media. She says what she
thinks. She eats what she WANTS. Chrissy Teigen struts her stuff from runways to red
carpets and she's a total foodie too. It's over to Chrissy in her New York Times
BESTSELLING Cravings to on give the goss her hottest kitchen desires . . . The sticky,
sweet chipotle-honey chicken with mango-avocado salsa will have your friends begging for
the recipe. Try CHRISSY'S creamy, saucy mac and cheese with cheesy garlic breadcrumbs
. . . John's isn't the only mouthwatering recipe. Or, snack on the quick and easy sh*t on
toast . . . so many tasty combinations, fig, ricotta, honey, salami and black pepper, Mom's
steak or even raspberries and Brie. _______ Maybe she's on a photo shoot in Zanzibar.
Maybe she's cracking jokes on TV. But all Chrissy Teigen really wants to do is talk about
dinner. Or breakfast. Lunch gets some love too. For years, she's been collecting, cooking
and Instagramming her favourite recipes, and here they are: from all day breakfasts to
John's famous fried chicken with spicy honey butter to her mum's Thai classics. Salty,
spicy, saucy and fun as hell (not just the food, but Chrissy, too) these dishes are for family,
friends, date night, TV dinners, party time and for a few of those life-sucks moments. You'll
learn the importance of chillies, the secret to cheesy cheeseless eggs and life tips like how
to use bacon as a home fragrance, the single best way to wake up in the morning and how
not to overthink men or Brussels sprouts. Because for Chrissy Teigen cooking, eating, life
and love are one and the same. 'Packed with super-easy recipes, Mrs John Legend serves
up her stomach pleasers that will leave you dribblingover the pages' Heat Magazine
____________ RECIPES NOW UPDATED WITH UK MEASUREMENTS
Genetics 101 Sep 20 2019 A clear and straightforward explanation of genetics in this new
edition of the popular 101 series. Our genetic makeup determines so much about who we
are, and what we pass on to our children—from eye color, to height, to health, and even
our longevity. Genetics 101 breaks down the science of how genes are inherited and
passed from parents to offspring, what DNA is and how it works, how your DNA affects
your health, and how you can use your personal genomics to find out more about who you
are and where you come from. Whether you’re looking for a better scientific
understanding of genetics, or looking into your own DNA, Genetics 101 is your go-to
source to discover more about both yourself and your ancestry.
Molecular Biology of the Gene Sep 25 2022 Now completely up-to-date with the latest
research advances, the Seventh Edition retains the distinctive character of earlier editions.
Twenty-two concise chapters, co-authored by six highly distinguished biologists, provide
current, authoritative coverage of an exciting, fast-changing discipline.
DNA Aug 12 2021 Fifty years ago, James D. Watson, then just twentyfour, helped launch
the greatest ongoing scientific quest of our time. Now, with unique authority and sweeping
vision, he gives us the first full account of the genetic revolution—from Mendel’s garden to
the double helix to the sequencing of the human genome and beyond. Watson’s lively,
panoramic narrative begins with the fanciful speculations of the ancients as to why “like
begets like” before skipping ahead to 1866, when an Austrian monk named Gregor Mendel
first deduced the basic laws of inheritance. But genetics as we recognize it today—with its
capacity, both thrilling and sobering, to manipulate the very essence of living
things—came into being only with the rise of molecular investigations culminating in the
breakthrough discovery of the structure of DNA, for which Watson shared a Nobel prize in
1962. In the DNA molecule’s graceful curves was the key to a whole new science. Having

shown that the secret of life is chemical, modern genetics has set mankind off on a
journey unimaginable just a few decades ago. Watson provides the general reader with
clear explanations of molecular processes and emerging technologies. He shows us how
DNA continues to alter our understanding of human origins, and of our identities as groups
and as individuals. And with the insight of one who has remained close to every advance
in research since the double helix, he reveals how genetics has unleashed a wealth of
possibilities to alter the human condition—from genetically modified foods to genetically
modified babies—and transformed itself from a domain of pure research into one of big
business as well. It is a sometimes topsy-turvy world full of great minds and great egos,
driven by ambitions to improve the human condition as well as to improve investment
portfolios, a world vividly captured in these pages. Facing a future of choices and social
and ethical implications of which we dare not remain uninformed, we could have no better
guide than James Watson, who leads us with the same bravura storytelling that made The
Double Helix one of the most successful books on science ever published. Infused with a
scientist’s awe at nature’s marvels and a humanist’s profound sympathies, DNA is
destined to become the classic telling of the defining scientific saga of our age.
The Double Helix and the Law of Evidence Jan 17 2022 Bridging law, genetics, and
statistics, this book is an authoritative history of the long and tortuous process by which
DNA science has been integrated into the American legal system. In a history both
scientifically sophisticated and comprehensible to the nonspecialist, David Kaye weaves
together molecular biology, population genetics, the legal rules of evidence, and theories
of statistical reasoning as he describes the struggles between prosecutors and defense
counsel over the admissibility of genetic proof of identity. Combining scientific exposition
with stories of criminal investigations, scientific and legal hubris, and distortions on all
sides, Kaye shows how the adversary system exacerbated divisions among scientists, how
lawyers and experts obfuscated some issues and clarified others, how probability and
statistics were manipulated and misunderstood, and how the need to convince lay judges
influenced the scientific research. Looking to the future, Kaye uses probability theory to
clarify legal concepts of relevance and probative value, and describes alternatives to racebased DNA profile frequencies. Essential reading for lawyers, judges, and expert witnesses
in DNA cases, The Double Helix and the Law of Evidence is an informative and provocative
contribution to the interdisciplinary study of law and science.
Genes, Girls and Gamow Mar 07 2021 Genes, Girls and Gamow is an autobiographical
account of Jim Watson's life, following on from The Double Helix, the story of his and
Francis Crick's discovery of the structure of DNA (published in 1968). Here is Watson
adjusting to new-found fame, carrying out tantalizing experiments on the role of RNA in
biology, and falling in love, in a tale of heartbreak, scientific excitement and ambition,
laced with travelogue and '50s atmosphere.
Untangling the Double Helix Sep 13 2021 The problem of unraveling two intertwined
strands during the duplication of DNA was recognized shortly after the proposal of the DNA
double helix structure in 1953. A group of enzymes called DNA topoisomerases solve this
problem by breaking and rejoining DNA molecules in a controlled manner, thereby
allowing strands to be passed through each other and thus untangledâ€”not just during
DNA replication, but also during many other basic cellular processes. Because of their
intimate involvement in the workings of the cell, topoisomerases are also the logical
targets of many antibiotics (including Cipro) and anticancer agents. This book, written by
James Wang, the discoverer of the first topoisomerase and a leader in the field since,
presents ten chapters covering the historical backdrop of the DNA entanglement problem
and the discovery of the DNA topoisomerases, how DNA topoisomerases perform their
magic in DNA replication, transcription, genetic recombination and chromosome

condensation, and how they are targets of therapeutic agents. The book should appeal to
readers from undergraduates upwards with interests in the biological and clinical aspects
of topoisomerase function, or in the mathematics and physics of topology.
Calculating the Secrets of Life Nov 22 2019 As researchers have pursued biology's secrets
to the molecular level, mathematical and computer sciences have played an increasingly
important roleâ€"in genome mapping, population genetics, and even the controversial
search for "Eve," hypothetical mother of the human race. In this first-ever survey of the
partnership between the two fields, leading experts look at how mathematical research
and methods have made possible important discoveries in biology. The volume explores
how differential geometry, topology, and differential mechanics have allowed researchers
to "wind" and "unwind" DNA's double helix to understand the phenomenon of supercoiling.
It explains how mathematical tools are revealing the workings of enzymes and proteins.
And it describes how mathematicians are detecting echoes from the origin of life by
applying stochastic and statistical theory to the study of DNA sequences. This informative
and motivational book will be of interest to researchers, research administrators, and
educators and students in mathematics, computer sciences, and biology.
The 100 Best Nonfiction Books of All Time May 21 2022 100 Best Non Fiction Books has its
origins in the recent 2 year-long Observer serial which every week featured a work of non
fiction). It is also a companion volume to McCrum's very successful 100 Best Novels
published by Galileo in 2015. The list of books starts in 1611 with the King James Bible and
ends in 2014 with Elizabeth Kolbert's The Sixth Extinction. And in between, on this
extraordinary voyage through the written treasures of our culture we meet Pepys' Diaries,
Charles Darwin's The Origin of Species, Stephen Hawking's A Brief History of Time and a
whole host of additional works.
The Double Helix Book Feb 18 2022 Contemporary / British English James D. Watson and
Francis Crick won the Nobel Prize in 1962 for the discovery of the double helix, the
structure of DNA. In this book, James D. Watson tells the exciting story of this discovery.
Rosalind Franklin and DNA Jul 31 2020 Presents the frequently overlooked story of the
woman who helped discover the double helix structure of DNA, detailing the contributions
of scientist Rosalind Franklin to the work of Watson, Crick, and Wilkins.
Unravelling the Double Helix Aug 24 2022 DNA. The double helix; the blueprint of life;
and, during the early 1950s, a baffling enigma that could win a Nobel Prize. Everyone
knows that James Watson and Francis Crick discovered the double helix. In fact, they
clicked into place the last piece of a huge jigsaw puzzle that other researchers had
assembled over decades. Researchers like Maurice Wilkins (the 'Third Man of DNA') and
Rosalind Franklin, famously demonised by Watson. Not forgetting the 'lost heroes' who
fought to prove that DNA is the stuff of genes, only to be airbrushed out of history. In
Unravelling the Double Helix, Professor Gareth Williams sets the record straight. He tells
the story of DNA in the round, from its discovery in pus-soaked bandages in 1868 to the
aftermath of Watson's best-seller The Double Helix a century later. You don't need to be a
scientist to enjoy this book. It's a page-turner that unfolds like a detective story, with
suspense, false leads and treachery, and a fabulous cast of noble heroes and backstabbing villains. But beware: some of the science is dreadful, and the heroes and villains
may not be the ones you expect.
Double Helix Nov 03 2020 To the untrained eye, Photo 51 was simply a grainy black and
white image of dark marks scattered in a rough cross shape. But to the eye of a trained
scientist, it was a clear portrait of a DNA fiber taken with X-rays. And to young scientists
James Watson and Francis Crick, it confirmed their guess of deoxyribonucleic acid's
structure. In 1953 the pair was racing toward solving the mystery of DNA's structure
before other scientists could beat them to it. They and others believed that finding the

simple structure of the DNA molecule would answer a great mystery, how do organisms
live, grow, develop, and survive, generation after generation? Photo 51 and subsequent
models based on the photo would prove to be the key to unlocking the secret of life.
Double Helix Feb 06 2021 Eighteen-year-old Eli discovers a shocking secret about his life
and his family while working for a Nobel Prize-winning scientist whose specialty is genetic
engineering.
DNA Pioneer Mar 27 2020 Traces the life of the research scientist who helped discover the
structure of DNA, and discusses his work in cancer research and with the National Center
for Human Genome Research
Rosalind Franklin Feb 24 2020 In 1962, Maurice Wilkins, Francis Crick, and James Watson
received the Nobel Prize, but it was Rosalind Franklin's data and photographs of DNA that
led to their discovery. Brenda Maddox tells a powerful story of a remarkably singleminded, forthright, and tempestuous young woman who, at the age of fifteen, decided she
was going to be a scientist, but who was airbrushed out of the greatest scientific discovery
of the twentieth century.
DNA Demystified Apr 20 2022 ""If you're mystified by DNA and genetics, relax. Settle into
a comfy chair as we explain what DNA is and how it works its apparent magic, revealing
it's not so magical after all. We'll also cover chromosomes, genes and genomics, and how
they impact our daily lives. These initial pages provide a quick overview of some common
questions folks have about DNA: what it is, what you should know about it, where it comes
from. If it seems like we're glossing over your favorite topic, be patient, as we'll explore
these and many other topics in greater depth in the subsequent chapters. For now, settle
in! It's time to unpack some mysteries and explode some myths, while still marveling at
the awesome star power of DNA. Like all celebrities, DNA carries a mystique, a compelling
story combining remarkable skills with some manufactured hype. 'It's in our DNA' is now a
standard refrain for marketers and individuals trumpeting some essential virtue: honesty,
courage, integrity, permanence, the spirit of discovery1. The aura of DNA sells everything
from colleges and companies to cars, electric fences, and even literary agents. The
marketing hype is often misplaced, but DNA is undoubtedly a wondrous molecule. It's the
only known molecule capable of reproducing itself, and is present in all living things. DNA
is, indeed, the essence of life itself. Between the Presidential citations, popular television
shows such as CSI (Crime Scene Investigation) and a multitude of gratuitous marketing
clichés, almost everyone knows "DNA". Or, at least, they think they know about
DeoxyriboNucleic Acid, aka "DNA". The New York Times index shows over 500 news
articles on DNA in the first half of 2019 alone, an average of over two stories per day.2 Yet
many otherwise well-informed readers don't know what DNA is or how it works.""-Molecular Biology of the Cell Jun 29 2020
The Annotated and Illustrated Double Helix Jul 23 2022 In his 1968 memoir, The Double
Helix (Readers Union, 1969), the brash young scientist James Watson chronicled the
drama of the race to identify the structure of DNA, a discovery that would usher in the era
of modern molecular biology. After half a century, the implications of the double helix keep
rippling outward; the tools of molecular biology have forever transformed the life sciences
and medicine. The Annotated and Illustrated Double Helix adds new richness to the
account of the momentous events that led the charge.
The Path to the Double Helix Mar 19 2022 Written by a noted historian of science, this indepth account traces how Watson and Crick achieved one of science's most dramatic
feats: their 1953 discovery of the molecular structure of DNA.
The Secret of Life Jun 10 2021 An NPR Best Book of the Year An authoritative history of
the race to unravel DNA’s structure, by one of our most prominent medical historians.
James Watson and Francis Crick’s 1953 discovery of the double helix structure of DNA is

the foundation of virtually every advance in our modern understanding of genetics and
molecular biology. But how did Watson and Crick do it—and why were they the ones who
succeeded? In truth, the discovery of DNA’s structure is the story of five towering minds in
pursuit of the advancement of science, and for almost all of them, the prospect of fame
and immortality: Watson, Crick, Rosalind Franklin, Maurice Wilkins, and Linus Pauling. Each
was fascinating and brilliant, with strong personalities that often clashed. Howard Markel
skillfully re-creates the intense intellectual journey, and fraught personal relationships,
that ultimately led to a spectacular breakthrough. But it is Rosalind Franklin—fiercely
determined, relentless, and an outsider at Cambridge and the University of London in the
1950s, as the lone Jewish woman among young male scientists—who becomes a focal
point for Markel. The Secret of Life is a story of genius and perseverance, but also a saga
of cronyism, misogyny, anti-Semitism, and misconduct. Drawing on voluminous archival
research, including interviews with James Watson and with Franklin’s sister, Jenifer Glynn,
Markel provides a fascinating look at how science is done, how reputations are undone,
and how history is written, and revised. A vibrant evocation of Cambridge in the 1950s,
Markel also provides colorful depictions of Watson and Crick—their competitiveness,
idiosyncrasies, and youthful immaturity—and compelling portraits of Wilkins, Pauling, and
most cogently, Rosalind Franklin. The Secret of Life is a lively and sweeping narrative of
this landmark discovery, one that finally gives the woman at the center of this drama her
due.
Genes, Girls, and Gamow Dec 24 2019 In the years following his and Francis Crick’s
towering discovery of DNA, James Watson was obsessed with finding two things: RNA and
a wife. Genes, Girls, and Gamow is the marvelous chronicle of those pursuits. Watson
effortlessly glides between his heartbreaking and sometimes hilarious debacles in the field
of love and his heady inquiries in the field of science. He also reflects with touching candor
on some of science’s other titans, from fellow Nobelists Linus Pauling and the incorrigible
Richard Feynman to Russian physicist George Gamow, who loved whiskey, limericks, and
card tricks as much as he did molecules and genes. What emerges is a refreshingly human
portrait of a group of geniuses and a candid, often surprising account of how science is
done.
A Passion for DNA Oct 22 2019 A collection of outspoken and topical essays, speeches,
and reports by J. D. Watson, co-discoverer of the structure of DNA in 1953 and best-selling
author of The Double Helix. These often controversial pieces cover the advance of
molecular genetics, the prospect of curing cancer over the next decade, how human
genetic knowledge is likely to be used, for good or bad, and Watson's early life and career.
Maurice Wilkins: The Third Man of the Double Helix Nov 15 2021 The Nobel Prize for the
discovery of the structure of DNA was given to three scientists - James Watson, Francis
Crick, and Maurice Wilkins. It was the experimental work of Wilkins and his colleague
Rosalind Franklin that provided the clues to the structure. Here, Wilkins, who died in 2004,
gives us his own account of his life, his early work in physics, the tensions and exhilaration
of working on DNA, and his much discussed difficult relationship with his colleague
Rosalind. This is a highly readable, and often moving account from a highly distinguished
scientist who played one of the key roles in the historic discovery of the molecule behind
inheritance.
Advanced Mechanical Models of DNA Elasticity May 29 2020 Advanced Mechanical Models
of DNA Elasticity includes coverage on 17 different DNA models and the role of elasticity in
biological functions with extensive references. The novel advanced helicoidal model
described reflects the direct connection between the molecule helix structure and its
specific properties, including nonlinear features and transitions. It provides an introduction
to the state of the field of DNA mechanics, known and widely used models with their short

analysis, as well as coverage on experimental methods and data, the influence of
electrical, magnetic, ionic conditions on the persistence length, and dynamics with
viscosity influence. It then addresses the need to understand the nature of the non-linear
overstretching transition of DNA under force and why DNA has a negative twist-stretch
coupling. Includes coverage of 17 contemporary models of DNA mechanics with analysis
Provides comparison of DNA and RNA mechanical features Covers advances in
experimental techniques including AFM, X-ray, and optical tweezers Contains extensive
references for further reading
Molecular Structure of Nucleic Acids Jul 11 2021
The Double Helix Revisited Oct 02 2020
What Mad Pursuit Sep 01 2020 Candid, provocative, and disarming, this is the widelypraised memoir of the co-discoverer of the double helix of DNA.
The Third Man of the Double Helix Jul 19 2019 Maurice Wilkins shared the 1962 Nobel
Prize for Physiology or Medicine with Francis Crick and James Watson for the discovery of
the double helical structure of DNA. A physicist, he worked with John Randall in the late
1930s on the development of radar, moving to the USA during World War II towork on the
Manhattan project. After the War he joined Randall at King's College London and with
Rosalind Franklin began an investigation into the structure of DNA. The story of Rosalind's
work on the project, and her bitterness with Maurice for having given her data to Watson
and Crick withouther permission, is a well-known one, and has recently been brought once
again into the spotlight by Brenda Maddox's biography (published in 2002). Now, for the
first time, Maurice Wilkins tells his side of the story, showing that it is not as simple as it
has sometimes been portrayed.
Life at the Speed of Light Jan 05 2021 In 2010, scientists led by J. Craig Venter became
the first to successfully create 'synthetic life' -- putting humankind at the threshold of the
most important and exciting phase of biological research, one that will enable us to
actually write the genetic code for designing new species to help us adapt and evolve for
long-term survival. The science of synthetic genomics will have a profound impact on
human existence, including chemical and energy generation, health, clean water and food
production, environmental control, and possibly even our evolution. In Life at the Speed of
Light, Venter presents a fascinating and authoritative study of this emerging field from the
inside -- detailing its origins, current challenges and controversies, and projected effects
on our lives. This scientific frontier provides an opportunity to ponder anew the age-old
question 'What is life?' and examine what we really mean by 'playing God'. Life at the
Speed of Light is a landmark work, written by a visionary at the dawn of a new era of
biological engineering.
Genes, Girls and Gamow Dec 16 2021 In 1953 Watson and Crick discovered the double
helical structure of DNA and Watson's personal account of the discovery, The Double Helix,
was published in 1968. Genes, Girls and Gamow is also autobiographical, covering the
period from when The Double Helix ends, in 1953, to a few years later, and ending with a
Postscript bringing the story up to date. Here is Watson adjusting to new-found fame,
carrying out tantalizing experiments on the role of RNA in biology, and falling in love. The
book is enlivened with copies of handwritten letters from the larger than life character
George Gamow, who had made significant contributions to physics but became intrigued
by genes, RNA and the elusive genetic code. This is a tale of heartbreak, scientific
excitement and ambition, laced with travelogue and '50s atmosphere.
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